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The purpose of this end-of-year report is to revisit some of the key legislative initiatives that NABITA 

focused on throughout 2021, in partnership with Active Policy Solutions (APS). APS serves as the 

government affairs arm of NABITA to guide policy work and to support the work of NABITA in the 

school climate and mental health space.  

 

Much of the work in 2021 was aimed at leading and supporting government affairs efforts to advance 

NABITA at both the federal and state level, with a heavy focus on advocacy and policy education. 

 

  2021 Highlights 
• Introduction of the BIG Act in the House and Senate 

o Secured a bipartisan team in the House and Senate to lead the BIG Act 
▪ H.R. 2877 (Sponsored by Rep. Drew Ferguson) 

• S.1383 (Sponsored by Sen. John Cornyn) Ensured the BIG Act’s passage in the House by 324 votes, 
despite external opposition 

• Submitted a request for appropriations language for BITs 
o Rep. Drew Ferguson (R-GA) led the letter request to the Labor, Health, and Human 

Services Appropriations subcommittee 

• Grew NABITA’s presence in Washington, DC, fundamentally increased the awareness of BITs, and 
developing relationships with like-minded organizations 
 

2021 Activity 

Congressional and Administration relationship-building  
NABITA and APS held 66 meetings with Congressional offices and the Administration to raise 
awareness of NABITA, advance legislation, and foster relationships. NABITA members joined in 
several of these meetings to share the impact of BITs in their state with their representatives. Thank 
you to those members who joined us in these efforts.

BIG Act 

The introduction and passage of the BIG Act was designated as the top legislative priority for 
NABITA this year. As such, we spent the bulk of the year working on this important piece of 
legislation, including: 

 

• Working with the House and Senate lead sponsors to rewrite the BIG Act, drawing on 
NABITA’s expertise to make the Act stronger.  

• The introduction of the BIG Act in the House and Senate 
o Securing a bipartisan team in the House and Senate to lead the BIG Act 

▪ Ensuring the BIG Act’s passage in the House by 324 votes despite external 
opposition 

▪ Growing the Senate cosponsor list from 0 to 8 Senators 
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▪ Recruited 10 external organizations to also support the BIG Act 

 
Coalition/Organization Relationships 
One of the stated goals for NABITA’s government affairs practice in 2021 was to grow 
awareness of NABITA within the school climate and mental health policy space. To that end, we 
have held several meetings with 7 other external groups.  
 

Affecting Current Legislative and Administration Activities 
In addition to building NABITA’s brand with external thought leaders in the school climate 
space, we began to build NABITA’s brand within Congress and the Administration as a thought 
leader. This included introducing the Biden Administration to the concept of BITs.  
 
NABITA gave its support to several bills introduced in Congress this year, including: 

• Virtual Peer Support Act (S 157) 

• Enhancing Mental Health and Suicide Prevention Through Campus Planning Act 
reintroduction (H.R. 5407) 

• Comprehensive Mental Health in Schools Pilot Program Act of 2021 (HR 3549) 

• ATTAIN Mental Health Act (S 662) 

• STANDUP Act of 2021 (S 1543) 
 
NABITA was invited to submit a potential amendment to School Shooting Safety and 
Preparedness Act (H.R.5428) 
 
Throughout 2022, NABITA will continue its work on the BIG Act and other legislation, explore 
new partnerships with additional organizations, continue building relationships within 
Congress, and focus on growing the government affairs efforts. 
  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/157
https://wild.house.gov/sites/wild.house.gov/files/Enhancing%20Mental%20Health%20and%20Suicide%20Prevention%20Through%20Campus%20Planning%20Act_Full%20Text.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3549/text?r=4&s=1#:~:text=https%3A//www.congress.gov/bill/117th%2Dcongress/house%2Dbill/3549/text%3Fr%3D4%26s%3D1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/662?s=1&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/1543
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5428?s=1&r=1#:~:text=https%3A//www.congress.gov/bill/117th%2Dcongress/house%2Dbill/5428%3Fs%3D1%26r%3D1
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